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Hello all!  Here is just some of what is going on in our busy lives.  
We’re up to 50 alumni!  Welcome if you’re new to the list.  Note that a 
number of people have moved—check out their new positions and 
addresses in the Alumni List at the end of the News. The List is a little 
outdated—if you want to send in changes/additions after reading 
yours, I’ll send an updated version next month. 

We will have our annual gathering at CCCC this year, and perhaps 
we can try for an informal get-together at RSA as well.  Of course, if 
you want to meet with other Frogs in other places, you are welcome 
to use the list to organize (or just issue an invitation) anytime. 

The big news is that we will soon (perhaps next week!) have our very 
own TCU R/C Alumni fan page on Facebook.  This should facilitate 
our staying in touch as well—although the list (which I will try to 
keep updated throughout the year) is perhaps still our best tool. 

As always, there are some impressive and far-reaching 
achievements here. Let’s keep buying each others’ books, serving on 
each others’ panels, being resources for each other (and our 
students), and generally cheering each other on.   

 

Publications 

Lois Agnew’s "Teaching Propriety: Unlocking the Mysteries of 'Political 
Correctness'" appears in the June 2009 issue of CCC.   

Brian Fehler, Angela González, and Elizabeth Weiser have co-edited a new 
collection on Engaging Audience: Writing in an Age of New Literacies, NCTE Press, 
2009. It will be out in a monthðcheck out the dedication page in the front. J  

Cathy GaborΩs article in the Spring 2009 issue of the Journal of Basic Writing is 
entitled "Writing Partners: Service Learning as a Route to Authority for Basic 
Writers." 

aŀǊȅ [ŀƳōΩǎ “Teaching Nonfiction through Rhetorical Reading” will appear in the 
English Journal 99.4 (Spring 2010).   

 Mark Noeôs ñThe Corrido, A Border Rhetoricò appears in College English 71.6 

(2009).  He modestly called this ñonly one publicationòðyes, ñonly oneò in CE! 
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Lisa Cooper Kirby had a busy year: 

 “A Radical Revisioning: Understanding and Repositioning The Grapes of Wrath as Political ‘Propaganda’,” 

appears in The Grapes of Wrath: A Re-Consideration, edited by Michael J. Meyer, published as part of the 

Rodopi Dialogue Series, 2009. 

 A book she co-edited with Laura Hapke, titled A Class of Its Own: Re-Envisioning American Labor Fiction, was 

published by Cambridge Scholars Publishing in December 2008. In addition to co-editing the collection, she 

also had two essays included, “Race among the Radicals: Complicating Working-Class and Racial Politics in 

John Sanford’s The People from Heaven” and “Making a Space for Class in the Classroom: Theoretical and 

Pedagogical Approaches to the Teaching of Working-Class Literature.” 

wȅŀƴ {ǘŀǊƪΩǎ book came out this year--Science, Magic, and Rhetoric in Seventeenth-Century England.  Washington: 
The Catholic University of America Press, 2009. Yay Ryan! 

Roger Thompson and his former student Shannon Meehan’s book Beyond Duty: Life on the Frontline of Iraq, Polity 
Press, 2009 has, as Roger notes, “gotten CNN coverage and Public Radio coverage, and we’ve got quite a little book 
tour lining up, including a number of college and university gigs already.  In fact, we’re happy to hear from anyone if 
they’re interested in a campus visit, so give us a holler!”   

Joona Trapp has a poem coming out in the upcoming edition of  JAEPL (Journal of Expanded Perspectives on 
Learning). 
 
Elizabeth Weiser has a few pieces out this year:  

 “‘As Usual I Fell On the Bias’: Kenneth Burke’s Situated Dialectic.”  Philosophy and Rhetoric  42.2 (2009): 134-
153. 

 “Dramatistic to the Core: Allen Tate and A Grammar of Motives.”  The Space Between: Literature and Culture, 
1914-1945, vol. 5 (2009).  

 “Rene Wellek and Kenneth Burke: Prague Influences on Modern Rhetoric.” Theories of Structure and their 
Transformations.  Ed. Martin Prochazca.  Goettingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht (2009): 293-303. 

 “Who are We?  Museums Telling the Nation’s Story.”  International Journal of the Inclusive Museum 3.1 (in 
press). 

 
YŀǘƘȅ ²ƻƭŦŜΩǎ "The Right Use of True Words: Shinto and Shingon Buddhist Rhetoric in Ancient Japan" appears in 
Carol S. Lipson and Roberta A. Binkley's Ancient Non-Greek Rhetorics, Parlor Press, 2009. 
 

Positions 

Lois Agnew is now a tenured associate professor at Syracuse University. 

Cathy Gabor is now officially Director of Writing Programs at San Jose State University.   

Lisa Cooper Kirby writes that despite receiving tenure at North Carolina Wesleyan, the pull of Texas was too strong 
for her and her family, and so she is now a Professor of English at Collin College in McKinney. 

Moriah McCracken is now an assistant professor at the University of Texas - Pan American 

Amy Milakovic now works at Avila University. 

Erin Sagerson is now an assistant professor at Weatherford College.  

Kurt Schick is now Director of the James Madison University Learning Centers (Communication, ESOL, Math, Science, 
and Writing)! 
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Hui Wu is now professor of English and Chair of the Department of Literature and Languages at the University of 
Texas - Tyler. 

Sarah Yoder is now Sarah Skripsky, an assistant professor at Westmont University. 

Joona Trapp is now Chair of English and Foreign Language at Waynesburg University. 

Elizabeth Weiser is now a tenured associate professor at The Ohio State University. 
 
Kathy Wolfe  is the new president-elect of the faculty at Nebraska Wesleyan University, and (luckily?) she also co-
directs a minor in peace & justice studies in addition to teaching in the English department. 
 

Presentations 

Brian Fehler will be at CCCCs on a panel with Liz Weiser on Remixing Audience: Addressed, Invoked, Interactive. 

Dan Frederick will present Arab Chironomia in a Global Context at the 2009 IAICS (International Association for 
Intercultural Communication Studies) Conference, Kumamoto Gakuen University, Kumamoto, Japan, September 18-
20, 2009. 

 
Ann George is traveling:  

 She was a workshop leader for 3 days at the RSA Summer Institute, State College, June 2009, in a session 
titled “Rhetoric and Kenneth Burke.”   

 She presented “ ‘Creating a Usable Past’:  Women Rhetors Between the Wars” at the CCCC, San Francisco, 
March 2009. 

 She will present “‘No Documents, No History’: Feminist Historiography Between the Wars” on a panel with 
Liz Weiser at the  Feminism(s) and Rhetoric(s) Conference, East Lansing, October 2009. 
 

Amy Hermanson is presenting at the Group for Early Modern Cultural Studies (GEMCS) conference in Dallas this 
October. 
 
Lisa Cooper Kirby presented: 

 “Complicated (Re)productions: Working-Class Birth Narratives in Meridel Le Sueur, Grace Lumpkin, and Edith 

Summers Kelley.” Society for the Study of American Women Writers Conference. Philadelphia, PA. 

Forthcoming October 22, 2009. 

 “The Journey Down Tobacco Road: Interrogating and Teaching Caldwell’s Complicated Vision of the 

South.” 2009 Southern Writers Symposium.Methodist College. Fayetteville, NC. February 28, 2009. 
 
Mary Lamb is chairing a panel she describes as “Stacia Neely’s panel” at CCCCs this spring. (Stacia, the ball is in your 
court!) 
 
Cassandra Parente will present "Becoming a Pistol Packin' Mama: Aunt Molly Jackson's Rhetorical Subversionò at 

Feminisms and Rhetorics this October.  And on a panel with Liz Weiser, she’s presenting  a paper entitled “Gangsters 
or Goodfellas?: Ethnicity on the Silver Screen” at CCCCs in spring. 
 
Sarah (Yoder) Skripsky  will co-lead a student trip to Northern Ireland that will focus on Conflict and Reconciliation 
next May. 
 
Ryan Stark will present at MLA on “The Printed Word, Pronunciation, and the Decline of Occult Rhetoric” in 
December. 
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Joanna Trapp writes that she is doing the following at CCCCs this spring:  
1) attending board meetings for AEPL 
2) manning the newcomer's booth and soliciting others to do the same 
3) assisting first time attendees in proposal planning and participating in many other newcomer events 
4) serving on the Research Network Forum's panel of editors and as a table discussion mentor 

 
Elizabeth Weiser presented “National Museums and Gap Identifications: Who is ‘We’?”  at the Second International 
Conference on the Inclusive Museum, Brisbane, Australia, July 2009.   

 She’ll present “Rhetorical Parlors and Canons: Pre-Inventing the New Rhetoric” on a panel with Ann George 
at Feminism(s) and Rhetoric(s), East Lansing, October 2009. 

 She’ll present “The Outback and the Prairie: Frontier Museums in the National Identity Narrative” on a panel with 
Cassie Parente at CCCC in March 2010. 

 She’ll chair a panel with Brian Fehler on Remixing Audience: Addressed, Invoked, Interactive at the same 
CCCC. 
 

Kathy Wolfe will be part of a roundtable on non-Greek rhetorics at CCCC next spring. 
 

Honors 

Rich Enos was named a Piper Professor, an honor given annually to only fifteen professors from any discipline, from 
any college or university in Texas. 

Theresa Enos was awarded a well-deserved honor, as Routledge published wŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ wƘŜǘƻǊƛŎΩǎ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
Composition: Essays in Honor of Theresa Jarnagan Enos (2009), ed. Shane Borrowman, Stuart C. Brown, Thomas P. 
Miller. 

Ann George was awarded a TCU Research and Creative Activities Fund grant to support archival research for the 
book manuscript, “A Critical Edition of Kenneth Burke’s Permanence and Change.” 

 Pete Vandenberg was presented with the BEST WEBTEXT AWARD in the 2008 volume of Kairos for "Expanding the 
Space of f2f: Writing Centers and Audio-Visual-Textual Conferencing," co-authored with two former DePaul MA in 
Writing students, Melanie Yergeau and Kathryn Wozniak. http://kairos.technorhetoric.net/13.1/index.html. 
 

Life 

Angela González welcomed Amaranta Iris González Dungy to the world on July 9--6 pounds, 15 oz. 

Amy Hermanson is the new mom of Allison Lorette, 8lb, 3oz, 21 inches, born in May.  

Sarah Yoder married Scott Skripsky in May. 

Congratulations one and all! 

In Memoriam 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Ervin, who had been an associate professor at the University of North Carolina-Wilmington, died 

last year after a battle with breast cancer.  She is remembered fondly by her friends.  

http://kairos.technorhetoric.net/13.1/index.html
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The TCU Rhetoric & Composition Alumni List  

Updated 9/2 6/09  
 
Lois Agnew, Assoc. Prof., Syracuse University, lpagnew@syr.edu 

 
Shelley Aley, Assoc. Prof., James Madison University, aleysb@jmu.edu 

 
Vivienne Anderson, Prof., North Carolina Wesleyan College, vanderson@ncwc.edu 
 
Lisa Baird, Asst. Prof., Flagler College, lbaird@flagler.edu 

 

Purna Banerjee, Asst. Prof. and Director of Gender Studies, Millikin University, pbanerjee@mail.millikin.edu 

 
Bill Bolin, Assoc. Prof., Texas A&M University-Commerce, bill_bolin@tamu-commerce.edu 
 
David W. Chapman, Dean of Arts and Sciences, Samford University, dwchapma@samford.edu 

 

Earnest Cox, Asst. Prof., University of Arkansas-Little Rock, elcox@ualr.edu 

 
Charlsye Diaz, University of Hartford, cdiaz@hartford.edu 

 
Theresa Enos, Prof., University of Arizona, enos@email.arizona.edu 

 
Brian Fehler, Asst. Prof., Tarleton State University, fehler@tarleton.edu 

history of rhetoric, nineteenth-century American rhetoric, and rhetoric and religion 

 
Dan Fredrick, American University of Sharjah, dfredrick@aus.edu 

 
Cathy Gabor, Asst. Prof. and Director of Writing Programs, San Jose State University, catherine.gabor@sjsu.edu 

From 2007 to 2009 I am serving as  Faculty Fellow for Service-learning and Political Engagement for 
California Campus Compact/Carnegie Foundation. 

 

Lynée Gaillet, Assoc. Prof., Georgia State University, engllg@langate.gsu.edu 

 
Angela González, Asst. Prof. and Director of Writing Center, Whitworth University, agonzalez@whitworth.edu  

Teaching and research interests: Writing studies including WAC and writing center; graduate education; 
popular rhetorics; Latina and Caribbean womenôs literature  

 
Amy Heckathorn, Assoc. Prof. and Director of the Writing Program, California State University- Sacramento 

amyheck@csus.edu 

 

Amy Hermanson, Instructional Staff, W.L. Adams Center for Writi ng, Texas Christian University, 

a.k.hermanson@tcu.edu 

 
Paul Heilker, Assoc. Prof., Virginia Tech, paul.heilker@vt.edu 

exploratory essay, style in student writing (why we no longer teach it and why we should); teaching 
interests are first-year composition, composition pedagogy, and literary nonfiction classes (the 
nonfiction novel and the essay) 
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Brad Herzog, Asst. Prof., Saginaw Valley State University, bherzog@svsu.edu 

 

Brooke Hessler, Assoc. Prof., Oklahoma City University, bhessler@okcu.edu 

Institutional rhetoric, material rhetoric, community-engagement rhetoric and pedagogy; working closely 
with the OKC National Memorial, doing research and service-learning pedagogy (oral history, visual 
rhetoric, museology).  

 
Sue Hum, Asst. Prof., University of Texas-San Antonio, sue.hum@utsa.edu 

 
Lisa Cooper Kirby, Professor, Collin College, lisacooperkirby@gmail.com 

Research: working-class literature of the 1920s and 1930s, womenôs writings, modernism, 
composition studies, issues of academic integrity and plagiarism, the representation of passing in 
American literature, and the writings of Meridel Le Sueur; teaching basic, introductory, and 
intermediate composition, world & American literature, genre studies 

 
Mary Lamb,  Asst. Prof. and Director of First-Year Writing , Clayton State University, marylamb@clayton.edu 

Research interests include feminist rhetoric, gender and composition, reading-writing connections, 
writing program administration, and rhetorical-cultural studies. Teaching interests include FYW, 
composition theory, advanced writing, and modern rhetoric.  Sheôs currently revising the curriculum for 
first-year writing and writing a book (with Lynee Gaillet) on rhetorical reading in composition studies for 
Parlor Press. 

 
Drew Loewe, Instructor, St. Edwardõs University, drewml@stedwards.edu 
 
Margaret Lowry, Director of First-Year Writing, University of Texas at Arlington, mlowry@uta.edu 

Research interests: TA development, U.S. women journalists 1930s-1960s, U.S. women's 
autobiographies and coming-if-age novels 
Teaching interests: FYE, distance learning courses, TA training course, U.S. literature 

 

D. B. Magee, Fullerton College, dmagee@fullcoll.edu 
 

Loren Loving Marquez, Asst. Prof., Director of Freshmen Writing, Salisbury University, llmarquez@salisbury.edu  
Specializations include composition pedagogy, literacy studies, history of rhetoric 

 

Moriah McCracken, Assist. Prof., University of Texas-Pan American, mccrackenim@utpa.edu 

 

Amy Milakovich,  Avila University, amy.milakovi c@avila.edu 
 
Keith Miller, Assoc. Prof., Arizona State University, keith.miller@asu.edu 
 
Christina McDonald , Prof., Virginia Military Institute, mcdonaldcr@vmi.edu 

 
Robert McDonald, Assoc. Dean for Academic Affairs, Virginia Military Institute, mcdonaldrl@vmi.edu 

 

Nancy Myers, University of North Carolina-Greensboro, nancymyers@uncg.edu 

 
Stacia Neeley, Asst. Prof., Texas Wesleyan University, sneeley@txwes.edu 

 
Mark Noe, Assoc. Prof., University of Texas-Pan American, marknoe@utpa.edu  

Research: Narrative rhetoric; modern rhetorical theory, particularly Chaim Perelman; multicultural and 
comparative rhetoric, particularly Hispanic rhetoric; accessibility and democracy in the classroom.      
Teaching: composition; learning communities; classical and modern rhetoric; advanced academic 
writing. 

mailto:magee@fullcoll.edu
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Cassandra Parente, Asst. Prof., Ohio State University at Marion, parente.5@osu.edu 

   

Kurt Schick, Assoc. Prof., School of Writing, Rhetoric, & Technical Communication, and Director of the Learning 

Centers, James Madison University, schickke@jmu.edu 
 
Julie Smith, Assoc. Prof., Pepperdine University, jsmith@pepperdine.edu 

Victorian literature, print culture and nineteenth-century British rhetoric--Richard Whately, Thomas De 
Quincey and George Henry Lewes in particular. 

 
Ryan Stark, Asst. Prof., Pennsylvania State University, rjs36@psu.edu 

 
Steve Sherwood, Director, W.L. Adams Center for Writing, Texas Christian University, s.sherwood@tcu.edu 
 
Sarah (Yoder) Skripsky, Asst. Prof., Westmont College, sskripsky@westmont.edu 

 

Zoltan Smith, zsimon@dragon.unideb.hu 

 
Amy Rupiper Taggart, Assoc. Prof., North Dakota State University, amy.rupipertaggart@ndsu.edu 

Research interests: Community engagement pedagogies (service learning, experiential education), 
social movement rhetoric, literacy studies, history of womenôs rhetoric 
Teaching: academic and professional writing from first year to masters, authorship, composition 
pedagogies, literacy studies 

 
Roger Thompson, Assoc. Prof., Virginia Military Institute, thompsonrc@vmi.edu 

19
th
-century American rhetorical theory, American Renaissance (esp. Emerson), Print Culture and 

Rhetorical theory, Nature writing and rhetoric 

 
Joona Smitherman Trapp, Assoc. Prof., Chair of English and Foreign Language, Waynesburg University, 

jtrapp@waynesburg.edu 

With Brad Peters, she co-edits  the Journal for the Assembly of Expanded Perspectives on Learning 
(JAEPL) and is on the board of AEPL.  She additionally serves CCCC on the Newcomer's Committee. 
 Her areas of interest are American rhetoric, history of rhetoric, oratory, The American South, and the 
rhetoric of the gothic.  Her current projects are the antebellum lyceum, Octavia Butler, anti-slavery 
rhetoric, and the conversion narratives of ex-slaves. 

 
Peter Vandenberg, Prof., Chair of the Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and Discourse, DePaul University, 

pvandenb@depaul.edu 

continuing interests in theories of composing and multimodal production 
 

Elizabeth Weiser, Assoc. Prof., Ohio State University at Newark, weiser.23@osu.edu 
modern rhetoric, esp. Kenneth Burke, historiography, narrative, museums, national identity, conflict 
resolution; teaching includes FYW, style, history of rhetoric, discourse analysis, rhetorical 
communities, rhetoric of war 
 

Katherine Wolfe, Assoc. Prof., Nebraska Wesleyan University, kjw@nebrwesleyan.edu 

  peace and conflict resolution 
 
Elizabeth Woodworth, Asst. Prof., Director of Composition, Auburn University at Montgomery, 

ewoodwor@aum.edu 

 
Hui Wu,  Prof., Chair of of Literature and Languages, University of Texas ð Tyler, hui_wu@uttyler.edu 

Modern and historical Chinese rhetoric, rhetoric and gender, comparative rhetorics  


