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“How Not to Write Fiction: Style and 
Evidence in Qualitative Research Studies” 

The Department of English is proud to sponsor a visiting lecture 
by Dr. Clay Spinuzzi  who is an Associate Professor of Rhetoric 
at the University of Texas at Austin.  His interests include 
research methods and methodology, workplace research, and 
computer-mediated activity.  
 
His book Tracing Genres through Organizations was published 
by MIT Press in 2003 and was named NCTE's 2004 Best Book 
in Technical or Scientific Communication.  
 
His second book, Network: Theorizing Knowledge Work in 
Telecommunications, was published in 2008 by Cambridge 
University Press. In it, Spinuzzi draws on two warring theories of 
work activity—activity theory and actor-network theory—to 
examine the networks of activity that make a 
telecommunications company work and thrive. Drawing on both 
theories, Spinuzzi provides new insights into how net work 
actually works and how our theories and research methods can 
be extended to better understand it. 
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